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1972 LHS marching band celebrates 45th anniversary of world championships 
By CAMERON WALKER
cameronw@laramieboomerang.com

F orty-fi ve years ago, 
in 1972, the Laramie 
High School marching 
band won two world 

championships during a tour 
through Europe. But they 
wouldn’t have done it without 
the discipline and organization 
instilled in them by their band 
director Jay Schaefer, band 
members said.
To fund the European tour, each 

member of the band had to raise 
about $800 — the equivalent of 
$5,000 today. Many got jobs to 
pay for the trip and the students 
raised more than $7,000 and 
parents raised $8,000. The 
mayor at the time, Vern Shelton, 
sponsored a campaign drive 
raising more than $3,000 for the 
band, former band member Greg 
Helm said.
“Back in the ’70s, that was 

a chunk of change,” he said. 
“Whatever shortfalls we had, the 
businesses took care of to make 
certain that we made it over 
there.” 
Helm said the band fi rst fl ew 

into Brussels, Belgium. The 
members were expecting some 
time to rest but Schaefer had 
other things in mind for them 
instead. 

“We were supposed to have a 
day off,” he said. “We landed in 
Brussels, Belgium, and we were 
supposed to have the next day 
because you lose a day and the 
jet-lag and everything … well that 
didn’t happen because we had to 
be on the bus the next morning 
heading to Gorinchem, Holland, 
to another competition that we 
were totally unaware of.”
Helm said when the band 

fi nished the parade, its members 
were invited to a rehearsal at the 
city hall. It was at that rehearsal 
where the band learned Schaefer 
entered them in an international 
competition.  
 “After the parade, Jay came 

over and said we were invited 
to a reception at city hall at 
Gorinchem after the parade,” 
he said. “One of the Canadian 

band directors got up — and was 
speaking in English — and said 
‘I would like to thank you all for 
inviting us to this competition.’ 
That was the very fi rst time that 
any of us knew that we were in 
the middle of a competition.”   
After their victory in Holland, 

former band member Jim 
Thompson said the band traveled 
to several other European 
countries such as Austria and 
Switzerland, performing concerts 
on the way to Vienna to compete 
in a festival to become world 
champions. When the band 
arrived in Vienna, they practiced 
their routine, which went terribly. 
Other bands that were competing 
saw the performance and 
Schaefer became very upset. 
“I think that he was so angry 

he couldn’t even say anything 

to us because we let him 
down,” Thompson said. “More 
importantly, what he would tell us 
is that we let ourselves down … 
That’s why he was so upset with 
us.” 
Former band member 

Warren Peterson said then the 
band performed its opening 
performance in front of the 
Schönbrunn Palace — a former 
Hapsburg family summer home 
in Vienna — and performed what 
Helm said was “one of the best 
shows we ever out on.” The class 
they were competing in was not 
called for an award and the band 
members were not aware of what 
was happening until the band 
was presented with the “Prize of 
Vienna,” making them the best 
marching band in the world.    
“The thing that really stood 

out for me was the fact that we, 
when they were giving out all 
the awards — if I remember 
this right, and the class that our 
band was in — the winner wasn’t 
announced,” he said. “They 
didn’t announce a winner and so 
we nearly didn’t know what was 
going on, then they announced 
that we were the world 
champions of the whole festival, 
which was pretty exciting.”
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Jay Schaefer conducts the 
Laramie Plainsmen Marching 
band at an open air concert July 
18, 1972, in Lugano, Switzerland. 
Photo courtesy of Bruce Mitchell

See Marching band, B3

“We were reminiscing on how disciplined we were 
— anytime we were in uniform — we were very well 
organized and … everything we did was exact. I know 
that he was a real genius as far as the stuff  he did, our 
routines and stuff  were very unique, they were new, they 
weren’t the same thing everyone else was doing, he had a 
real brilliant mind and in my opinion of  the things he put 
together for us to do.”

WARREN PETERSON
Former band member 
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   Date and Time: 
09/12/2017 at 6:30 PM 

 Location: 
Altitude Restaurant 
320 South 2nd Street 
Laramie, WY 82070 
 
Event Code: TR431796 (1413062) 

 
 Speaker: 
Allen Bowling, MD 
Medical Director, Neurology Care, P.C. 
Denver, CO 
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www.LaramiePlainsFCU.com   

307 745-5365

Keep your identity safe and help stock 
Laramie Soup Kitchen at the same time! 

Bring up to two copy paper size boxes to shred 
along with a non-perishable food donation.  

Keep your identity safe and help stock 

September 12
11 am to 2 pm

3905 E. Grand Ave 

Shred to Feed

BIRTHS HOMETOWN NEWS

SCHOOLS

LUIZ HENRIQUE DE 
OLIVEIRA, a boy, was 
born Aug. 24, 2017, at 
Ivinson Memorial Hospital 
to Paulo and Rhianna de 
Oliveira. He weighed 6 
pounds, 11 ounces. He has 
three siblings, Ramie, 15, 
Rhett, 13, and Jasmin, 6. 
Grandparents are Rick and 
Pam Butler, of Laramie, 
and Marcos and Rosana de 
Oliveira, of Brazil. Great-
grandparent is Conceicao 
Veloso, of Brazil

MAXIMUS LAWRENCE 
BAUMAN, a boy, was 
born Sept. 2, 2017, at 
Ivinson Memorial Hospital 
to Nicholas and Erin 
Bauman. He weighed 
7 pounds, 11 ounces. 
Grandparents are John 
McManus, of Salem, 
Oregon, Maggie McManus, 
of Portland, Oregon, and 
Michael Lenz and Susanna 
Bauman, of Star Valley 
Ranch.

Nonprofi t organization 
looking for 
representatives to join 
international team
ASSE International Student 

Exchange Programs is seeking 
individuals to serve as area 
representatives in the local 
community, according. ASSE 
provides academic year and 
semester exchange programs in 
the United States for high school 
students from around the world. 
Students are 15-18 years old, 
have passed a series of academic 
and character requirements 
and are awaiting an opportunity 
to embark on their American 
adventure, the release states.
Area representatives recruit 

and screen prospective 
host families, interview 
students to study abroad 
and supervise the exchange 
students in their community. 
Area representatives are 
compensated based on the 
number of students they are 
supervising. There is also a 
great bonus opportunity.
ASSE’s primary goal is to 

contribute to international 
understanding by enabling 
students to learn about other 
languages and cultures through 
active participation in family, 
school and community life. 
ASSE’s area representatives 
are the cornerstone of the 
organization, the release states.
Call the Western Regional 

Offi ce at 1-800-733-2773, 
email asseusawest@asse.com 
or go to www.host.asse.com 
for more information about 
ASSE or becoming an Area 
Representative.

Senior volunteers 
needed to work 
with students
The Foster Grandparent 

Program of the Wyoming 
Rockies is welcoming seniors 

who are 55 or older and would 
like to work with children, 
according to a news release. 
Senior volunteers support 
teachers and students in the 
classroom, receive a non-
taxable stipend and mileage 
reimbursement. Volunteers 
are willing to commit to 20 
hours or more a week, with 
summers off. No prior classroom 
experience is necessary. 
Foster Grandparents tend to be 
individuals who care about their 
community and want to make a 
difference in their own lives and 
in the lives of the students they 

work with, the release states. 
Any interested senior, including 
veterans, are encouraged to 
call Maryalice at 307-223-
1051, visit 968 N. Ninth St. in 
LaBonte Park or go to www.
fostergrandparentswy.org for 
more information.

How to submit to 
Hometown News
If you have an item for 

Hometown News you’d like 
to submit, send it to news@
laramieboomerang.com, bring it 
to the offi ce at 320 Grand Ave. or 
fax it to 721-2973. Include who, 
what, when, where, why and 
how in the brief, as well as the 
cost and where to go for more 
information, if applicable. Word 
limit for briefs is 125 words. 
Submitting information for 

briefs does not preclude us from 
possibly writing a story on it. 
Submissions must be approved 
by the editor before publication. 
All submissions will be edited 
for grammar, style, spelling, 
libel and length. The deadline 
is 4 p.m. Fridays for publication 
in Sunday papers. Contact 
Peter Baumann at 755-3328 or 
peterb@laramieboomerang.com 
for more information.

Justin Honken Memorial Fund 
to help establish scholarship
The family of Justin Honken would like to 

thank the many people who donated to the 
Justin Honken Memorial Fund. Honken, a 
former Laramie youth and resident, died in 
Idaho earlier this summer, according to a 
news release.
Donations are still being accepted and will 

be used to establish a scholarship fund in 
Honken’s honor to be awarded every year 
to an Albany County graduating senior with 

an interest in an agriculture degree or who 
participates in rodeo, the release states.
Donations can be made at Western States 

Bank, 3430 Grand Ave. Call 721-9100 with 
any questions about how to donate.

How to submit to School News
If you have an item for School News 

you’d like to submit, send it to news@
laramieboomerang.com, bring it to the 
offi ce at 320 Grand Ave. or fax it to 721-
2973. Include who, what, when, where, why 

and how in the brief, as well as the cost 
and where to go for more information, if 
applicable. 
Word limit for briefs is 125 words. 

Submitting information for briefs does not 
preclude us from possibly writing a story 
on it. Submissions must be approved by the 
editor before publication. All submissions 
will be edited for grammar, style, spelling, 
libel and length. The deadline is 4 p.m. 
Fridays for publication in Sunday papers. 
Contact Peter Baumann at 755-3328 or 
peterb@laramieboomerang.com for more 
information.

Several of the band 
members said they won 
the world championships 
because of what Schaefer 
did for the band. He 
would create new and 
different routines for 
the band and made sure 
it was organized and 
disciplined so everything 
would go smoothly during 
competitions, Peterson 
said. 
“We were reminiscing 

on how disciplined we 
were — anytime we were 
in uniform — we were 
very well organized and 
… everything we did was 
exact,” he said. “I know 

that he was a real genius 
as far as the stuff he did. 
Our routines and stuff 
were very unique. They 
were new. They weren’t 
the same thing everyone 
else was doing. He had a 
real brilliant mind and, in 
my opinion, of the things 
he put together for us to 
do.”
Schaefer said he is 

not the reason why the 
band succeed in its two 
world championships in 
1972. It was the students 
and a group of parents 
who provided the band 
discipline necessary for 
victory in Holland and 
Austria.   
“I did not instill the 

discipline,” Schaefer 

said. “It was a very 
disciplined group and it 
was really an honor for 
me to be part of it, that 
discipline again came 
from the high school 
itself, it came from 
a group of dedicated 
parents.” 
Helm said he hopes 

the story of how a band 
from Wyoming became 
the world best band, and 
the documentary he is 
producing about it will 
inspire young musicians 
in Wyoming. 
 “This was Laramie, 

Wyoming, a town in the 
middle of nowhere,” he 
said. “We went across the 
world and became world 
champions.” 
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Jay 
Schaefer 
conducts 
the 
Laramie 
Plainsman 
Concert 
Band in 
April 1973 
at the 
University 
of 
Wyoming 
Fine Arts 
Building. 
Photo 
courtesy of 
Ed Fowler
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